
In dealing with the topic of same-sex marriage, or gay marriage, it is important first to understand why some many people are so violently opposed to it.  And to understand that, I need to help you view the world as a fundamentalist Christian would.  

- Have you ever heard a discussion like this?

 “Why do Fundamentalists hate gays? Why do they fixate on one verse in the Old Testament when they ignore the rest?  Their entire opposition rests on one verse surrounded by other verses they completely ignore.
- This is actually false.  The real reason for their opposition is found in the New Testament, and is far more insidious.  
- Today I’m going to treat you to some good, old fashioned expository Bible preaching, and when I’m finished, I hope you will have a deeper understanding of why there is so much hate out there.  

- I’m doing this because if we are to make this world a better place, we need to understand where people are coming from.  In this case, we need to understand the basis of fundamentalist beliefs.  We need to understand how they interpret their scriptures.

- A fundamentalist Christian looks at the entire Bible as the inspired, inerrant or error free Word of God.  
- There are certainly many differing opinions within the fundamentalist world, but the honest ones really do try to incorporate the entire Bible into their belief systems.

- So with that understanding, let’s take a look at what the apostle Paul says about homosexuality.  I’ll be shifting into fundamentalist mode.  It may well be scary, if not uncomfortable.  But it is very realistic.
Romans Chapter 1:

   18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 

   19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 

(The Wrath of God is important here.  Watch and see how God’s wrath is revealed against those who suppress the truth)

   20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 

(God’s Nature and Power are seen through creation.  All are without excuse, all know God.  This is the justification, by the way, for sending anyone, even those who never heard the gospel, to Hell)
   21For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

   22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

   23and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 
(Those who rejected the knowledge of God had their hearts darkened, and they worshipped images rather than God.  Because they refused to worship God, God punished them)
   24Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 
   25For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

(God seeks to dishonor their bodies by giving them over to their impure lusts) 
  26For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 

   27and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 

(If your mind was wandering before, focus now.  People are gay because God is punishing them.  He is dishonoring them.  They are receiving the due penalty of their error.  Get it?  People are gay because they refused to worship the true God, and in return God gave them over to impure homosexual lust so they would be dishonored. This is why the fundamentalists are so violently opposed to any law that gives any respectability to anyone who isn’t heterosexual.  

But if this wasn’t bad enough. Paul goes on to show what other sins God gives them over to)

   28And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 

   29being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 

   30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 

   31without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 

   32and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
OK, end of demonstration.  Take a deep breath, relax.  Think about the verses I’ve just read.  Yes, liberal Christians try to find ways to interpret them differently, but I find such efforts weak at best.  I find it much more honest and healthy to acknowledge that the Bible is not God’s word, so if Paul had issues, that’s Paul’s problem.  
 - Next time you wonder why fundamentalists are so violently opposed to gay marriage or ending don’t ask don’t tell, think about this passage
- The word homophobic really doesn’t really apply, does it?
- Their hatred of the homosexual lifestyle is completely rational if you accept their presupposition that the Bible is the inerrant word of God. Unless you address that issue, nothing will change

- Since I became a lay minister, I’ve been asked more than once how I can be in favor of gay marriage.  What about the Bible?  I answer:
1.  I’m not a Christian, (blank look, but you are a minister)

2.  I’m a Unitarian Universalist, all ten glorious syllables (Are you a moonie, do you handle snakes?)

3.  I don’t care what the Bible says

At this point, they are either running away making the sign of the cross, or you are about to have a wonderful discussion.

Tell about discussion with Piercy

- This is evangelism. 
-  But true evangelism requires us to listen also.  We need to understand why those in opposition to us think as they do.  We can’t simply ridicule and mock them, we must take the time to listen, to learn, and to understand.

- We need to pose this question “how will you live?”
1.  Do you choose to judge people based on a literalist approach to the Bible? 
2.  Do you choose to live a life based on compassion, justice, and  human dignity?
-We are Unitarian Universalists, and we have good news for a world tearing itself apart in hatred.  

- If we don’t believe this, why are we here?

Now that we’ve examined the opposition, let’s look a marriage itself, today, in the United States:

Marriage is a civil process, monitored by the state.  The state designates certain people as being legally able to perform marriages, and the state records these marriages.  The state provides numerous legal benefits to married couples, and these benefits are denied to gay couples. A few of these rights are:

1. Joint parental rights of children 

2. Joint adoption 

3. Status as "next-of-kin" for hospital visits and medical decisions 

4. Right to make a decision about the disposal of loved ones remains 

5. Immigration and residency for partners from other countries 

6. Crime victims recovery benefits 

7. Domestic violence protection orders 

8. Judicial protections and immunity 

9. Automatic inheritance in the absence of a will 

10. Public safety officers death benefits 

11. Spousal veterans benefits 

12. Social Security 

13. Medicare 

14. Joint filing of tax returns 

15. Wrongful death benefits for surviving partner and children 

16. Bereavement or sick leave to care for partner or children 

17. Child support 

18. Joint Insurance Plans 

19. Tax credits including: Child tax credit, Hope and lifetime learning credits 

20. Deferred Compensation for pension and IRAs 

21. Estate and gift tax benefits 

22. Welfare and public assistance 

23. Joint housing for elderly 

24. Credit protection 

25. Medical care for survivors and dependents of certain veterans 

These are just a few of the 1400 state and federal benefits that gays and lesbians are denied by not being able to marry. Most of these benefits cannot be privately arranged or contracted for within the legal system.

If we as a country have declared that it is completely legal to be gay, and you may even live together as a gay couple. Why logical reason could we have for not allowing gay marriage?  None.

So why isn’t it legal nationwide?  Politicians want to get elected, and they will lose votes if they take this stand. Why? Because of the reasons I listed earlier.  Too many people are opposed to homosexuals.  That is the bottom line.

So here’s my point.  I unequivocally state, for the record and for public dissemination, that I believe there is nothing wrong with being gay.  This needs to be said, because in almost all cases, those who oppose gay marriage also oppose being gay.  Being gay is a sin, so gay marriage is a sin.  We openly discriminate in this country against gays, and with the approval of far too many people.  We must fight against this mindset in any way we can.  

At Meadville Lombard, about 1/3 of the class of aspiring ministers are gay.  One third of the people training to be ministers in our religion are second-class citizens.  How many in this very congregation are legally discriminated against, freely, openly, and proudly discriminated against, because of their sexual orientation?  This should enrage us. 

But what do I hope you take away from this?  One of our members said he did not expect much of a debate, since UUs have been performing gay marriages and commitment ceremonies for years.  Isn’t this preaching to the choir?  Perhaps, but I also wanted to illuminate why there is so much opposition to homosexuality, and indeed, out right hatred and abhorrence.  It’s not a simple matter of disagreement, it’s a clash of views that goes to the heart of what we hold sacred; either a literalist interpretation of the Bible or treating people with dignity, respect, equality, and love.  We must deal with the root issue.  It won’t be easy.
 One day, hopefully within my lifetime, we will look back on these days in shame and disgust, just as we look back in shame at the days of slavery and the days when women could not vote.  Our children and their children will be amazed that we lived in such a dark time.  May we work to bring light.
Amen and Blessed Be
Sermon 1
Page 1

