~  MAY 2010   ~

10:00 a.m. Services 

May 2 Bob Webster:  An introduction to "The Art of Peace" - Words of Morihei Ueshiba     translated by John Stevens. "As soon as you concern yourself with the 'good' and 'bad' of your fellows, you create an opening in your heart for maliciousness to enter. Testing, competing with, and criticizing others weakens and defeats you."

May 9 Trudy Northway: "I Remember Mama." A Mother's Day tribute to all mothers.                               

May 16 Doug Traversa: Doug Traversa:  “Theism, Pantheism, and Panentheism”: We examine different concepts of God, moving beyond the monotheistic idea of a singular deity outside of and separate from the universe.  Can a different concept of God provide a more meaningful spirituality for us than the standard Western idea of God?                

May 23 Doug Traversa:  “So, Was It Worth It? – A look back at my first year of Divinity School.  I’ll share the good and the bad, and give you a good look at what goes on at Vanderbilt.  (Graduates honored)  

May 30 Abdul Rahman Chao :  "The Islamic concept of forgiveness": The speech draws heavily upon Islamic holy texts such as the Quran and Prophet Traditions. The speech highlights the merits of forgiveness through stories and personal   reflections (Potluck lunch afterwards)

BOARD MEETING

May 9 is the date for the board meeting after the service and talk back. All are welcome.

INTER CHURCH POTLUCK PICNIC 

On Saturday, May 22, there will be an inter-church potluck picnic at Tims Ford State Park Pavilion #2, 11 a.m. to?  Folks from the UU congregations in Murfreesboro and Cookeville have been invited.  Our church will supply beverages, paper plates, utensils, charcoal.  Please bring a side dish to share and a meat of your choice to grill (hamburgers/ hot dogs/steaks).  The other participating attendees have been asked to do likewise.  For those who will stay all day, there will be a pickin’ and grinnin’ musical program in the evening in the recreation building sponsored by the park

PLEDGE DRIVE DINNER

This will serve as a FIFTH Sunday Potluck on May 30 (replacing the fourth Sunday potluck this month) and will serve as a gathering time to kick off the annual pledge drive.  Chuck Morgret will give a report on the financial standing of the church and will ask for your continued support. Monetary donations for lunch will be used to support the work of the Good Samaritan organization, or 5 loaves 4 kids, or another worthy charity.

A NOTE FROM THE LAY MINISTER: Doug Traversa

We haven’t had any firm commitments yet, so I’ll mention this again. We are looking for someone willing to be our delegate to the Mid-South District Annual Conference in Dahlonega, GA May 7th – 9th.  These conferences are a wonderful way to meet Unitarian Universalists from all over the southeast, as well as attend a variety of workshops and services.  This will be our first year as members of the Mid-South District, and we’d really like to have someone attend.  We budget money to help reimburse you for the cost.  If you are interested, or even might be interested, please let any board member know. 

TREASURER’S  REPORT: Chuck Morgret

For the month of February, our operating income was $1,734.71 and operating expenses were $1,982.97. Our operating income for the fiscal year (which began July 1) to date is $20,516.60 and operating expenses are $21,781.25. (Our planned operating budget for the fiscal year is $29,987.) Outside the operating budget, we received a $200 designated contribution for lawn care, a $50 pass-through contribution for Haiti earthquake relief, and $100 in pass-through contributions from our Last Sunday potluck, which was presented to Jocelyn Hawley as a donation to the Andréa Walks program. Additional expenses outside the operating budget included $50 to the Tullahoma Animal Shelter and $30 for delivery of our new dishwasher, both from designated contributions.

NEW MEMBERS

It is with happy hearts that we welcome Dale Barrington and Joe Rada who recently signed the church membership book.  

CHURCH YARD SALE

Whoeeee everyone!  Thanks for contributing treasures for the yard sale.  Thanks to those who came to the preview sale and provided snacks (Jancy & the Acords, Barbara C.) and to those who worked so hard at the actual sale and to Keiko and Lowell who brought lunch for the ‘sales associates’.  The folks who packed up items and transported them to the Good Samaritan are appreciated as well.  

The weather was pleasant and the threat of rain was bothersome but we lucked out and simply had some temporary drizzles. Hugs go to all who helped in any way. The customers came steadily throughout the morning.  The end results were very gratifying with the total amount earned being, $1,274.97. By the way, the Jolly Green Giant’s tennis shoes were sold!

Study Group Reminder

The first Friday in May comes late this month - May 7th.  Both the First Friday Group and the Second Friday Group will be meeting together on May 7th at 7:00 at the home of Jim and Trudy Northway (347 Rutledge Falls Road).  We will be looking at a dark representation of life as seen in Franz Kafka's short story "The Metamorphosis"- 1915.. How do we and others react when we are suddenly "different"?  Here is a link to an on-line site where you will find a translation of this short story.  http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/stories/kafka-e.htm

Wine and cheese will be served to help lighten the mood.  Anyone who has not participated and would like to join one of our groups, please contact Trudy Northway at (931) 461-9595 or northways@bellsouth.net.

Next month, June, we will enjoy some satire from Jonathan Swift in his "An Argument Against Abolishing Christianity".  Hope to see you there.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST GENERAL ASSEMBLY: A MEETING OF CONGREGATIONS

This June 23rd through the 27th, representatives from the Association’s member congregations will gather at General Assembly in Minneapolis. Delegates and attendees will join together in worship, in song, and in purpose. UUA President Peter Morales will lead the Sunday Worship. He will preach on "Our Greatest Challenge."  If any of you are interested in attending as a delegate, please notify Doug Traversa.  There is a booklet at our church listing the many programs offered, the schedule, the speakers and registration details.  

SUUSI 2010

The Southeast Unitarian Universalist Summer Institute (SUUSI) with the theme ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ will take place in Radford, VA, July 18-24.  SUUSI is an intentional community of Unitarian Universalists and like-minded people.  We convene for a week each year to explore our interconnectedness, delight in the outdoors, enjoy music and learn new ways of seeing our world and each other.  Participants stay in the dorms of Radford University.  

There are many activities: Banner parade, community time, athletics, morning and evening worship gatherings (different speakers for each one), Nightlife: Common Ground, Family Movie Night, Cabaret, Casino Night, Serendipity Ballroom Hour, CACHE (Clean Air, Clear Heads for Everyone.  There will be four concerts.  There are Nature Programs, Aquatic Programs, Hikes and rock climbing.  A large booklet is available at our church for you to read and see the many choices available of various things to do.  (info@suusi.org)  Register early to insure you can have a spot in the activity of your choice.

            AMUUSE

            Adult Midwest Unitarian Universalist Singles Enrichment Summer Camps in Saugatuck, MI. June 13-19 and August 8-4.  (www.AMUUSE.org) (ssamuuse@aol.com). A pamphlet is at our church.

            WINE COUNTRY EXCURSIONS

The UU’s of Napa, California proudly announce a new season of our Wine Country Excursions. Again, we offer a variety of options for an inside look at one of America’s most beautiful areas, internationally known for fine wines, gourmet dining and spectacular  vistas.  There much to see and do in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys: e.g. wine tasting at renowned and boutique wineries; visits to art galleries and museums; exploring the natural beauty of our hills and valleys on miles of hiking and bike trails or by car on our highways and back country roads.

We offer two choices:  Both start with comfortable lodging in members’ homes with full breakfast (up to 3 nights).  You can choose a 2-day “Wine Country Excursion,” a guided, personalized tour conducted by one of our members--some with wine industry experience--or lodging and self-guided touring.  If desired, we provide guidance, maps, etc.  The program runs from April through October.  Our fees are below market rate for similar services and all proceeds go to our small fellowship.  For complete details contact:  Tom Wilson (707-254-7443) or 2wilsons1dog@comcast.net. We look forward to sharing our lovely “home” with you!

WOMENSPIRIT SPRING 2010

Read the flyer at church about the Institute May 12-14 and the Gathering May 14-16 which is being held at The Mountain, Highlands, NC. (Registrar@UUWomenspirit.org)

IN THE NEWS

In the Tennessee Math Teachers Association regional contest held at Middle Tennessee State University, Karsten Solies won fifth place in the Calculus/Advanced Topics division. The Tullahoma High School teacher/coach is Frank Vanzant.

GRADUATES

Karsten Solies and Miranda Morgan will graduate from Tullahoma High School and Janine Brown from Webb School.  Shawn Boss will receive a B.S. Degree in Biology from MTSU. Congratulations to all on reaching this milestone!

PAT PELLER

Pat was recently honored at the annual Shelbyville Hee Haw and Howdy fundraiser for the Cancer Society in Shelbyville.  As a surprise, the show was dedicated to him.

RECYCLE ALUUMINIUM

Recycling aluuminum cans in April earned the church $13.08 which brings the current total for this year to $67.71.  Hot Ziggedy…keep on saving cans!

HEALTH

Bob Webster has injured a rotator cuff on his shoulder.  Janet Hill is having difficulty with her knee.  Claudia Owens has not been feeling well.  Kathy Morgret is in the Harton Regional Medical Center (rm 321) with a urinary tract infection and pneumonia.  Randy Boss, (Lucy and Bill’s son) had a bicycle accident while visiting in Tullahoma and dislocated and fractured his elbow requiring surgery.  Please keep all these folks in your thoughts and wish them well!

HAT TEA PARTY

Jennifer Wendell invites you all (male and female) to a HAT Tea Party on Sunday, May 16 after the talkback at church.  Jennifer will serve small sandwiches and little cakes, perhaps some wine in addition to the tea.  It will take place at her mother’s house on 404 Hood Dr. in Tullahoma.  All Liz’ hats will be on display and Jennifer says that “everyone is welcome to try on any of my Mom's hats and keep the one they like best”.  The unselected remainder will go to community theaters (Tullahoma + Murfreesboro?).  This will be a lovely way to remember and honor Liz.

NATIONAL BONE MARROW REGISTRY

Go to www.marrow.org and click on Join the registry.  Follow the instructions to receive your cheek swab kit.  Donations are encouraged but not necessary.  

MILLENNIUM REPERTORY COMPANY

MRC presents “Quilters” (a musical), produced by Dr. Tamela Sadler at “New Millennium Building”, 100 W. Fort St, Manchester, TN.  Performance dates ate May 14, 15, 21 and 22 at 7:30 p.m. and May 16 and 23 at 2:30 p.m. Prices are $8 for adults and $5 for students.  Call for tickets or information at (931) 570-4489.

2010 FINE ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL

The 42nd annual Tullahoma Fine Arts and Crafts Festival will be held on Saturday, May 22 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Sunday, May 23 from noon to 5 p.m. on the lawn of the South Jackson Civic Center.

RECIPE REQUEST

 Seven Layer Salad, served at the latest potluck by Allie Roberts

Layer the following in a salad bowl, in order:

 1 head, lettuce, shredded

1 medium onion, diced

1 green pepper, chopped

1 bagged frozen peas, thawed

1 jar Hellman's Mayonnaise

1 bag finely-shredded cheddar cheese

1 bag real bacon bits

