
HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL, HOLY…FRAUD?

                                               A presentation by Bill Davis


I have always been fascinated by early Christian history, and have often wondered about the validity of the Biblical Gospels. So when The DaVinci Code novel appeared, I, along with millions of other readers, was enthralled by it, especially after reading the “facts” page at the beginning of the book. One of the “facts” presented was the existence of an ancient, secret society called the Priory of Sion. So, over the last year or so, I have done my own research into this mystery, and have had my bubble burst on numerous occasions. 



After reading the DaVinci Code, I read a book called “Holy blood, holy grail,” on which the DaVinci Code was largely based. The Holy Blood book, which was not a novel, centered around a mystery involving the small French town, Rennes le Chateau, where, 100 years ago, the village priest, Berenger Sauniere, began spending lavish amounts of money, building a huge estate for himself, redecorating the church, and spending large amounts for the sake of the populace. Where did he find his wealth? . In the 1950's, newspaper reports suggested that Sauniere had discovered a fabulous treasure.


It was said that he found two parchments behind the alter in his church, supposedly linked to the Priory of Sion.  . Each parchment contained a passage from the Gospels, written in an ancient script, and was said to contain secret, cryptic messages. For example, one of the messages read:

“Shepherdess no temptation that Poussin Teniers hold the key; peace 681 by the cross and this horse of God I complete (or destroy) this daemon of the guardian at noon blue apples.”

It was claimed that the parchments told the location of a fabulous treasure, or some sort of secret. 


In Holy Blood, Holy Grail, the authors put forth the hypothesis that these parchments contain clues that lead to proof that Jesus not only survived the crucifixion, but married Mary Magdalene, had children by her, and that the bloodline of Jesus has survived in France to this day, through the line of  French Merovingian kings. The explanation of Sauniere’s wealth was therefore straightforward: the Vatican was  paying him hush money to not reveal his secrets. The Priory of Sion has supposedly existed for thousands of years to protect the descendants of Jesus and  Mary Magdalen, and the royal bloodline running from them.


But several investigations by news organizations such as ABC, CBS and NBC, among others, have revealed the truth behind this fantastic mystery.


Supposedly, the proof of the Priory of Sion exists in the Bibliotheque Nationale, the French National Library, in documents known as the Dossiers Secretes, or secret files. One of these documents shows the Priory’s history going back to 12th century Jerusalem, with a list of Grand Masters including such illustrious names as Sir Issac Newton and Leonardo DaVinci. 


But many scholars have questioned the validity of these documents. Among them,  Jonathan Riley-Smith, the former professor of ecclesiastical history at Cambridge University and a leading authority on the Crusades, who says:

"I do know what was going on in Jerusalem in the 12th Century, I do know. I spent 40 years working on it and what these people say — did not happen,"


French researchers have questioned the authenticity of these secret files ever since they were deposited in the Bibliotheque Nationale in the 1960's. Their attention came to focus on a man named Pierre Plantard, who claimed to be the current Grand Master of the Priory of Sion.

 In the French police records, there’s a file on Plantard, who died in 2000, showing that during World War II he was investigated by the secret services. So what was their conclusion?

"The investigation said, 'He is a young man whose mind - as we say in French - is cloudy. He is a fantasist; he is not a serious person.'" 

One of Plantard's fantasies was to set up right-wing, anti-Semitic organizations, similar in style to medieval orders of chivalry. But in reality these organizations existed only on paper. For example, in one of the police reports it was noted that his organization 'French National Renewal' was described as a ‘phantom group.' That he claimed it had 3,000 members and the police found it had only four

After the war, Plantard moved to the small French town of Annemasse. In 1953 he was given a six-month sentence for fraud - but three years later, he was again setting up a new organization.

It was called "The Priory of Sion," named not for 12th-century Jerusalem, but for the local mountain close to where he lived. Ten years later and now back in Paris, Plantard gave the Priory of Sion a fictitious pedigree by drawing up that list of Grand Masters and depositing it in the Bibliotheque Nationale.

But if the Priory of Sion was just a figment of  Plantard's imagination, what about those parchments that mentioned Sion and were supposedly found by the priest in his church at Rennes Le Chateau? Bill Putnam and John Edwin Wood, who have written a book about the mystery, say it was all just an elaborate hoax. 

Once again it was Plantard who was responsible for that hoax. Hearing of the story of the priest of Rennes Le Chateau, and his unexplained wealth, he decided to use it for his own ends and turned to a friend named Philippe de Cherisey for help in creating those parchments.

"Philippe de Cherisey was a different character altogether. He was something of a joker. He’d actually been an actor and had played parts in French television and he was fond of puzzles. And he invented the parchments because he liked puzzles," says John Edwin Wood.

Like Plantard, de Cherisey is now dead. So where are those parchments today? French writer Jean-Luc Chaumeil, who knew both men well and inherited many of their papers, says he has them.

Chaumeil says he got the parchments from de Cherisey and had them analyzed by two experts, who found that they are maybe 40 years old.

Chaumeil also has a document, handwritten and signed by de Cherisey in which he describes how he created the parchments to produce what he calls "a good hoax."

Asked where they would place this hoax in the list of hoaxes that have been perpetrated throughout history, Putnam and Wood both say "at the top."

"This is undoubtedly the most magnificent - we take our hats off in admiration to the achievement. It's really quite extraordinary," says Putnam.

But one mystery still remains, and it's the one that began this story: Where did the priest of Rennes Le Chateau, Bérenger Saunière, get the money to build his estate? In 1910 he was summoned to appear before the bishop's court in the local, medieval-walled city of Carcasonne.

In Carcasonne, Sauniere was tried and found guilty of trafficking in masses. Priests are allowed to accept money for saying up to three masses a day. But what Saunière had done was to solicit and receive money for thousands of masses, which he couldn't possibly have said. In fact, he didn't even try. So the source of the wealth of the priest of Rennes le Chateau was not some ancient, mysterious treasure, or secret society - but good old-fashioned fraud.

So, where does this leave me, after bursting my bubbles? While the Priory of Sion mystery presented in the Holy Blood book was a hoax, I do feel the authors, Henry Lincoln, Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh, have put forth good arguments questioning the traditional beliefs of Jesus’ life, crucifixion, and supposed celibacy.

In the first century AD there were literally hundreds of gospels flying around the Holy Land. A few of these have been uncovered: the Nag Hamaddi scrolls, the Dead Sea scrolls, The Gospel of the infancy, The Gospel of Mary Magdalen, The secret Gospel of Mark (which was deliberately excised from the Bible by the church), 3  

and most recently, the Gospel of Judas. But the Catholic church only chose the traditional four gospels to be included in the Bible, and then only after considerable editing. 1

Many questions have arisen from careful study of the ancient scrolls that were discovered in the small community of Nag Hamaddi, in Egypt. The Nag Hamaddi scrolls, including the Gospel of Philip, the Gospel of Thomas, and many other writings, contain original, unaltered texts dating back to the first century AD, and have cast new questions on long held, traditional Christian beliefs.

One of those questions, perhaps the most controversial, is simply; Did Jesus really die on the cross? In one of the writings from Nag Hamaddi, the Second Treatise of the Great Seth, Jesus says:

I did not succumb to them as they had planned. But I was not afflicted at all. Those who were there punished me. And I did not die in reality but in appearance, lest I be put to shame by them because these are my kinsfolk.

For my death, which they think happened, (happened) to them in their error and blindness, since they nailed their man unto their death.

Yes, they saw me; they punished me. It was another, their father, who drank the gall and the vinegar; it was not I. They struck me with the reed; it was another, Simon, who bore the cross on his shoulder. It was another upon Whom they placed the crown of thorns.

 But I was rejoicing in the height over all the wealth of the archons and the offspring of their error, of their empty glory. And I was laughing at their ignorance.

Furthermore, in the Quran 4:157, is this passage:

They said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah";- but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them.

Was Jesus married, and did he have children? 

In one of the more familiar texts from the Nag Hamaddi scrolls, the Gospel of Phillip, there is this passage: 

“And the companion of the saviour is Mary Magdalen. But Christ loved her more than all the disciples and used to kiss her often on her mouth. The rest of the disciples were offended by it and expressed disapproval. They said to him, “Why do you love her more than all of us?”

The word companion was often used to denote “spouse.”

And toward the end of the Gospel of Philip, there is this passage: 

There is the Son of Man and there is the son of the Son of Man. The Lord is the Son of Man, and the son of the Son of Man is he who creates through the Son of Man. The Son of Man received from God the capacity to create. He also has the ability to beget.

In The Gospel of Mary Magdalen, there is one interesting passage, that shows the rivalry between Mary and the other disciples. 2

Peter said to Mary, Sister we know that the Savior loved you more than the rest of woman. Tell us the words of the Savior which you remember which you know, but we do not, nor have we heard them. 

But after Mary had finished telling them what Jesus had told her, there is this exchange:

 Andrew answered and said to the brethren, Say what you wish to say about what she has said. I at least do not believe that the Savior said this. For certainly these teachings are strange ideas.

3) Peter answered and spoke concerning these same things.

4) He questioned them about the Savior: Did He really speak privately with a woman and not openly to us? Are we to turn about and all listen to her? Did He prefer her to us?

5) Then Mary wept and said to Peter, My brother Peter, what do you think? Do you think that I have thought this up myself in my heart, or that I am lying about the Savior?

6) Levi answered and said to Peter, Peter you have always been hot tempered.

7) Now I see you contending against the woman like the adversaries.

8) But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the Savior knows her very well.

9) That is why He loved her more than us. Rather let us be ashamed and put on the perfect Man, and separate as He commanded us and preach the gospel, not laying down any other rule or other law beyond what the Savior said.

10) And when they heard this they began to go forth to proclaim and to preach.


In conclusion, let me just say that after my experience of reading the Da Vinci Code, then Holy Blood, Holy Grail, and becoming enraptured by these mysteries, then a true believer, then realizing what a fraud so much of it was based on; I’ve learned how easy it is to let yourself become enveloped in the fascination of these historical mysteries, to the point that any rational explanation that might shatter your bubble, is like a slap in the face. 


I’m not sure what to believe in now. I know I don’t believe the orthodox view of Jesus’ life, as presented in the Bible. Every year brings new discoveries that call into question much of what we have taken for granted as being absolute truth. I do believe that the search for answers is a far more noble undertaking, than blindly clinging to, and defending, accepted, traditional beliefs.

1. In AD 303, the pagan emperor Diocletian tried to destroy all Christian writings that could be found. As a result, Christian documents-especially in Rome-all but vanished. But after the emperor Constantine convened the council of Nicea in AD 325, which marked the formal beginnings of the Catholic Church, he commissioned new versions of these documents, thus enabling the custodians of orthodoxy to revise, edit and rewrite this material as they saw fit. It was at this point that most of the crucial alterations to the New Testament were probably made. A year after the Council of Nicea, Constantine ordered the confiscation and destruction of all works that challenged orthodox teachings. Then, in AD 331, he commissioned and financed new copies of the Bible, thus cementing Christian orthodoxy as the law of the land.

2. Berolinensis 8502 was acquired by a German scholar, Dr. Carl Reinhardt, in Cairo in 1896

3. Morton Smith discovered this in a monastery near Jerusalem in 1958:

  They came to Bethany. There was one woman there whose brother had died. She came and prostrated herself before Jesus and spoke to him. "Son of David, pity me!" But the disciples rebuked her. Jesus was angry and went with her into the garden where the tomb was. Immediately a great cry was heard from the tomb. And going up to it, Jesus rolled the stone away from the door of the tomb, and immediately went in where the young man was. Stretching out his hand, he lifted him up, taking hold his hand. And the youth, looking intently at him, loved him and started begging him to let him remain with him. And going out of the tomb, they went into the house of the youth, for he was rich. And after six days Jesus gave him an order and, at evening, the young man came to him wearing nothing but a linen cloth. And he stayed with him for the night, because Jesus taught him the mystery of the Kingdom of God. And then when he left he went back to the other side of the Jordan.

Bishop Clement of Alexandria gave specific instructions to exclude this portion from the Gospel of Mark. (page 318)

