VANGUARD April 2010

10:00 a.m. Services 

April 4   Raghu Upender - "Am I my brain?" - This discussion will approach the mind vs. body question from a naturalistic perspective.                                      Brain structure and function will be described as currently understood in the eurosciences. Examples will be used to illustrate the strong connection between brain function, behavior, personality, and consciousness.(Dr. Upender is a local neurologist.)

April 11   Doug Traversa: “Isis, the Savior Goddess” – We examine the powerful cult of Isis, a goddess who provided eternal life to all, not just the powerful.  Her cult was so powerful, it survived from the earliest days of the Egyptian Empire until Christianity was made the official religion of the   Roman Empire.

April 18   Jancy Traversa: "The Search for Contentment" - It is about my own personal quest to find happiness and contentment in my life. 

April 25   Doug Traversa: “Theism, Pantheism, and Panentheism “– We examine different concepts of God, moving beyond the monotheistic idea of a singular deity outside of and separate from the universe.  Can a different concept of God provide a more meaningful spirituality for us than the standard Western idea of God? (potluck lunch after talk back)     

BOARD MEETING

April 11 is the date for the board meeting after the service and talk back. All are welcome.

OFFICERS ELECTED

At the congregational meeting on March 21, officers were elected to serve on the board for the July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  Thanks go to K.C. Reddy who contacted candidates and provided a list of nominees.  The president is Betsy Webb, 1st vice president/programs is K.C. Reddy, 2nd vice president/building and grounds is Jim Northway, secretary is Barbara Craig, treasurer is Chuck Morgret, Trudy Northway is the RE director, continuing trustee is Van Kenyon. Betsy also displayed and commented on the new notebook containing helpful information on Church Policy/Guide Lines.  This notebook is available at the church for all to read.

A NOTE FROM THE LAY MINISTER: Doug Traversa

 We are looking for someone willing to be our delegate to the Mid-South District Annual Conference in Dahlonega, GA May 7th – 9th.  These conferences are a wonderful way to meet Unitarian Universalists from all over the southeast, as well as attend a variety of workshops and services.  This will be our first year as members of the Mid-South District, and we’d really like to have someone attend.  We budget money to help reimburse you for the cost.  If you are interested, or even might be interested, please let me know.

TREASURER’S  REPORT: Chuck Morgret

For the month of February, our operating income was $1,594.31 and operating expenses were $2014.71. Our operating income for the fiscal year (which began July 1) to date is $18,781.89 and operating expenses are $19,798.28. (Our planned operating budget for the fiscal year is $29,987.) Outside the operating budget, we received $540 in designated contributions for the purchase and delivery of our new dishwasher, $150 in memorial contributions in honor of Elizabeth Wendell (which will be transferred to the New Church fund), $72 in contributions to the Henry Center food program and a $10 designated contribution for the Pastoral Care fund. Expenses outside the operating budget included a $710 pass-through contribution to the Imagination Library, $509.99 for the new dishwasher (funded by designated contributions), a $475 pass-through contribution to the UUSC/UUA Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund and a $360 pass-through contribution to the UUSC Guest at Your Table program.

PREVIEW  YARD  SALE

On Friday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m. to 8 -.ish there will be Preview Sale for the congregation and friends.  If you want beverages or snacks, I request that attendees bring a little something since I (Lucy) won’t have time to do so. Help might be requested to make sure everything is ready for the Saturday morning opening.

CHURCH YARD SALE

The church yard sale, rain or shine will take place on Saturday, April 17, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m..  Thanks to those who have signed up to work.  The first shift workers need to arrive at 7 a.m. since everything will need to be carried outdoors if the weather is nice.  Even when the advertisements list the starting time is 8 a.m., customers still arrive early. 

You may bring items for the sale to the church any time.  Due to lack of storage space, wait to bring large, bulky items until after the church service on April 11. DO let Lucy Boss know what you’ll bring though, so it can be advertised. If you need to have items picked up at your home, call Lucy. 

It is very helpful if the items are CLEAN and priced. Clothing should be marked on masking tape (on the left shoulder side of the garment) with the size and price.  Please use wire coat hangers.  Blouses, dresses, shirts and pants (men’s and women’s: separately) should be hung in the closet along with like items. Place price tags on knick knacks in a visible place.  If you bring electronics, put your name on it in case we have questions about it. Bed linens should be sized as to single, double, queen or king. Table linens, curtains and drapes should be sized also.  

Be organized in placing things in Doug’s office so as not to be too messy.  If you wish to make a purchase from sale items at the church, simply pay for it and take it home.  Put the cash in the refrigerator drawer.

CORRECTION AND THANKS

Many thanks go to Leena Reddy and Barbara Craig for their donation of a GE Portable Dishwasher, installed on March 17. Yea!

STUDY GROUP AGENDA

Anyone who has not participated and would like to join one of our groups, please contact Trudy Northway at (931) 461-9595 or northways@bellsouth.net.

APRIL

 When:   First Group - Friday, April 2 at 7:00 PM 

             Second Group - Friday, April 9 at 7:00 PM 

Where:  347 Rutledge Falls Road

Topic:  "The book I would be." 

 In a world that outlawed the ownership of books and in which you could preserve only one book for future generations, which book would you choose to save.

 MAY

 When:   First Group - Friday, May 7 at 7:00 PM 

             Second Group - Friday, May 14 at 7:00 PM 

Where:  347 Rutledge Falls Road

Topic:  Franz Kafka's short story "The Metamorphosis"  1915

 "One of the few great and perfect works of poetic imagination."  Although not as drastic as the metamorphosis Kafka portrays, we face many changes in our lives.  How do we and others react when we are suddenly "different"?

Here is a link to an on-line site where you will find a translation of this short story.  http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/stories/kafka-e.htm

 JUNE

 When:   First Group - Friday, June 4 at 7:00 PM 

             Second Group - Friday, June 11 at 7:00 PM 

Where:  347 Rutledge Falls Road

Topic:  Jonathan Swift's "An Argument Against Abolishing Christianity"  1708

"An argument to prove that the abolishing of Christianity in England may, as things now stand today, be attended with some inconveniences, and perhaps not produce those many good effects proposed thereby".  So begins Jonathan Swift's prime example of political satire and multi-layered irony. 

Link to the text  http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/s/swift/jonathan/s97ab/

 JULY and AUGUST   NO MEETINGS   SUMMER VACATION

 We will resume in September.

FOURTH SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH

The date for the next potluck lunch will be on April 25th.Monetary donations can be made at the potluck and the money will be used to support the work of the Good Samaritan organization, or 5 loaves 4 kids, or another worthy charity. The March lunch money went to the Andrea Conte fundraiser to help with the abused and neglected children program.  Constance Hawley’s (Jim and Pat Acord’s granddaughter) school in Fayetteville is raising funds for this cause. Thanks to all who prepared food.

RECYCLE ALUUMINIUM

Recycling aluuminum cans in March earned the church $14.82 which brings the current total for this year to $54.63.  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST GENERAL ASSEMBLY: A MEETING OF CONGREGATIONS

Join thousands of UUs from across the United States for the 2010 General Assembly (GA) in Minneapolis, MN from  the 23-27 of June.

You will experience uplifting worship services, terrific speakers and programs, and have a voice in the business of Unitarian Universalism.  Minneapolis is an ideal setting for GA.  It is a progressive, culturally diverse city that is rich in cultural arts and has a stunning natural environment.  If any of you are interested in attending as a delegate, please notify Doug Traversa.

DEATHS

            Bruce Whitehead’s, father, Emil (Whitey) Whitehead, age 91 died in Clinton, IL in early March.  Emil was born and raised in Clinton and served in WWII for four years. For the following forty years he worked in air conditioning engineering and sales.  He was married to Esther until her death in 1947 and then to Lois.  Our condolences go to Bruce and his family.

             King D. Bird, 85, a former active member of our church, passed away in Buffalo, N.Y. on March 9 after a lengthy illness.  King, a native of Cattaragus, N.Y., graduated in 1946 from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with a degree in aeronautical engineering.  In 1951 he joined Cornell Aeronautical Lab, the forerunner of Buffalo-based Calspan Corp.  In a 1980 acquisition effort led by Bird, Calspan successfully bid and was awarded a multiyear contract to operate the Air Force’s aerospace flight dynamics facilities at AEDC then staffed by more than 1,000 employees.  Bird served as general manager until August 1987 when he was named Calspan senior vice president and general manager of the company’s newly formed Service Contracts Division, based in Tullahoma.

            The local chapter of the National Management Association in 1987 recognized him by awarding him its “Silver Knight” for management excellence and community service.  

In 1994, King was honored with Unitarian Universalist Thomas Jefferson District President’s Award (years of active support, planner ’93 GA) and selected to serve on TJ D Board for 3 yrs. At our church, he served as treasurer ’83 –‘85, president ’89 and vice president in ’96.he worked on installing the vinyl siding to the exterior of the church building and reroofed the storage shed. Also, he and wife, Alice transformed the Brandon room from brown paneling to white!   The low bookshelves in the RE room and the wood (refreshment) table, and the framed UU Principles were donated by the Birds.  Our condolences go to his wife, Alice, their three sons, David (Peggy), Bruce (Mayate), and Max and their families including seven grandchildren.

WINE COUNTRY EXCURSIONS

The UU’s of Napa, California proudly announce a new season of our Wine Country Excursions. Again, we offer a variety of options for an inside look at one of America’s most beautiful areas, internationally known for fine wines, gourmet dining and spectacular  vistas.  There much to see and do in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys: e.g. wine tasting at renowned and boutique wineries; visits to art galleries and museums; exploring the natural beauty of our hills and valleys on miles of hiking and bike trails or by car on our highways and back country roads.

We offer two choices:  Both start with comfortable lodging in members’ homes with full breakfast (up to 3 nights).  You can choose a 2-day “Wine Country Excursion,” a guided, personalized tour conducted by one of our members--some with wine industry experience--or lodging and self-guided touring.  If desired, we provide guidance, maps, etc.  The program runs from April through October.  Our fees are below market rate for similar services and all proceeds go to our small fellowship.  For complete details contact:  Tom Wilson (707-254-7443) or 2wilsons1dog@comcast.net. We look forward to sharing our lovely “home” with you!

POTLUCK PICNIC IN MAY

Looking ahead, May 22, there will be a potluck picnic at Tims Ford State Park Pavilion #2, 11 a.m. to?  Folks from the UU congregations in Murfreesboro and Cookeville have been invited. In the evening there will be a pickin’ and grinnin’ program sponsored by the park.

COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE, INC

The Tullahoma Community Playhouse, Inc. in Tullahoma proudly presents the “55th Anniversary Celebration of Theatre: A Look at the Past, Present, & Future”.  Enjoy the music, comedy, drama, dance, glamour and the excitement of theatre! Suzanne Oliver is the director.  The dates of the production on the stage of the South Jackson Civic Center are April 2, 3, 9. and 10 at 7:30 p.m.  The matinees on Sundays, April 4 and 11 begin at 2 p.m.. The matinee tickets are two for the price of one. For reservations: via e-mail: tickets@communityplayhouse.org, or call (931) 581-7767. Ticket prices: $10 adults, $9 senior citizens, $8 students. (Annie Flanigan will be in this show.)

